
perforation. In 8 there was none. The latter class
of cases were just beginning to be recognized. Peri-
tonitis was general so far as he could see.

After describing the technic of the operation, Dr.
Eisendrath drew the following conclusions: (1) We
could greatly reduce the mortality of peritonitis if
we were able to get the cases early before the septic
intoxication was too far advanced. (2) Our first
consideration must be to seal up the source of infection,
and thus check the further inflow of infectious material
into the peritoneal cavity. (3) A minimum amount of
interference and rapid operating, followed by proper
drainage, were the keynotes to success. (4) The
natural resistance powers of the peritoneum could be
relied upon for much aid if we did not burden them with
too much to be taken care of. (5) The drainage could
be best secured through a suprapubic incision made
after closing up the source of infection. (6) Constant
vigilance after the operation was necessary to steer
through the rough waters of possible post-operative
complications. The principal ones were dilatation of
the stomach, abscesses between the coils, nephritis
and ileus. (7) It was unnecessary to get rid of all
pus during the operation. By drainage at the proper
point, elevation of the head of the bed, we re-established
normal pressure relations and favored drainage.

The following papers were also read: " Comparative
Teaching Value of Photographs to Drawings in the
Technic of Hernia," by Dr. Charles T. Souther,
Cincinnati; " Treatment of Hemorrhage in Pulmonary
Tuberculosis," by Dr. Charles L. Minor, Asheville,
N. C.

OFFICERS.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing
year: President, Dr. Louis Frank, Louisville, Ky.;
First Vice-President, Dr. Albert E. Sterne, Indian-
apolis, Ind.; Dr. William Werner, Joliet, 111., Second
Vice-President; Secretary, Dr. Henry E. Tuley,
Louisville, Ky.; Treasurer, Dr. Samuel C. Stanton,
Chicago.

Chicago, 111., was selected as the place for holding
the next annual meeting.

-- -

Book Reviews.
A Textbook of Medicine. By G. Dieulafoy, Pro-

fessor of Clinical Medicine at the Facult\l=e'\ de
M\l=e'\decine de Paris; Physician to the H\l=o^\tel Dieu;
Membre de l'Acad\l=e'\mie de M\l=e'\decine. Author-
ized English translation from the fifteenth
edition of "Manuel de Pathologie Interne." By
V. E. Collins, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.
P., and J. A. Liebmann, Ph.D., M.A., LL.D.
In two volumes. New York: D. Appleton &
Co. 1911.
In the present period, when the American

student of medicine is accustomed to turn almost
exclusively to German literature for what text-
books he needs to supplement those of American
authors, it is of great interest to receive a transla-
tion of the foremost French textbook of medicine.
The work of Dieulafoy, which for years has held
the place for French students which Osier's
" Practice of Medicine " has held for us, fully
justifies its reputation as a clear and complete
statement of its author's teachings. Even greater

than would be expected, however, is the difference
between these teachings and those prevailing
among us. To take for an example the discussion
of lobar pneumonia, the following points chal-
lenge attention. The stage of gray hepatization
is described as " somewhat rare " and " almost
always fatal " ; the confusion here is probably
due to a difference in terminology, the author
presumably meaning by gray hepatization not
what we mean by the term, but rather what we
know as purulent infiltration. In the treatment,
tartar emetic is recommended in sthenic cases,
here usually considered obsolete therapeutics;
also injections of terebinth to produce an " ab-
scess of fixation," and the inunction or injection
of collargol, methods which have not found favor
in America. In the treatment of typhoid fever
an exclusive milk diet is advocated, and in
tuberculosis cod-liver oil and " raw meat in large
quantities." Yet in spite of many views which
we are reluctant to accept, the work deserves
great respect, especially for the number of con-

ditions described and the number of complica-
tions mentioned as occurring in connection with
them. American physicians will find here de-
scribed many disorders not mentioned in their
usual books of reference, and in investigating
phenomena not mentioned elsewhere will do well
to consult these volumes.

Heredity in the Light of Recent Research. By L.
Doncaster, M.A., Fellow of King's College.
Cambridge: University Press. 1911.
This book, like others of the series of which the

" Coming of Evolution," by Judd, is an example,
is a brief statement of the theories of evolution
with particular reference to the Mendelian
doctrine. No attempt is made to enter into detail
regarding the many disputed points relative to
the evolutionary doctrine, and the book, therefore,
is valuable to those not particularly versed in the
scientific controversies over this subject. The
illustrations are entirely adequate to illustrate
the text. In an appendix is given an historical
statement of the theories of heredity as enunciated
by Darwin and Weismann. A second appendix
discusses briefly the material basis of inheritance.
A useful abridged list of important articles on the
subject, together with a glossary, completes this
admirable summary.
The American Illustrated Medical Dictionary. By

W. A. Newman Dorland, A.M., M.D. Sixth
edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia
and London: W. B. Saunders Company. 1911.
This standard medical dictionary is further

described on its title-page as " a new and com-

plete dictionary of the terms used in medicine,
surgery, dentistry, pharmacy, chemistry, nursing,
veterinary science, biology, medical biography,
with the pronunciation, derivation and definition,
including much collateral information of an ency-
clopedic character, together with new and elabor-
ate tables of arteries, muscles, nerves, veins, of
bacilli, bacteria, diplococci, micrococci, strepto-
cocci, ptomaines and leukomains, weights and

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at MONASH UNIVERSITY LIBRARY on July 2, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



measures, eponymic tables of diseases, operations,
signs and symptoms, stains, tests, methods of
treatment." The fifth edition was reviewed in
the issue of the Journal for Sept. 9, 1909 (vol.
clxi, p. 375). This sixth and latest edition repre-
sents the most extensive revision the book has
received since its original publication, and " con-
tains the equivalent of 173 pages of new matter,
or over 7,000 new words." The new features
specially noted in the preface are: First, " the
spelling of all title-words with an initial lower-
case letter, reserving capitals for proper names
only"; second, "the introduction of biographic
information in connection with eponymic terms " ;
third, " the full definition of terms used in dentistry
and veterinary medicine " ; fourth, the addition of
" a posologie and therapeutic table." These
innovations seem praiseworthy, with the possible
exception of the first. In dictionaries, as in blank
verse, one is so accustomed to seeing the words
" neatly piled, like cord wood, with capitals on
the weather end," that any other arrangement,
though rational, seems heterodox.

The Experimental Chemotherapy of Spirilloses
(Syphilis, Relapsing Fever, Spirillosis of Fowls,
Frambesia). By Paul Ehrlich and S. Hata.
With 34 tables in the text and 5 plates. New
York: Rebman Company.
This English translation of Ehrlich's and Hata's

pioneer work on the chemotherapy of the spirillo-
ses naturally occupies a unique place in the study
of the specific treatment of disease. In it are

epitomized the methods by which Ehrlich and his
co-laborers have arrived at their far-reaching
conclusions. The book concerns itself with work
on relapsing fever, spirillosis of fowls, and fram-
besia, as well as syphilis. Many of the actual ex-

periments, with excellent illustrations, are given
throughout the text, and in general the book
stands as an authoritative statement of the pioneer
work on the subject. Its value naturally lies
largely in the fact that Ehrlich himself gives his
personal experience and conclusions regarding the
discovery, for which he is mainly responsible.
There are also contributions by Nichols, of New
York; Iversen, of St. Petersburg; Bitter, of
Cairo; and Dreyer, of Cairo. The translation is
made by Newbold and revised by Felkin, late
lecturer on tropical diseases at Edinburgh. The
book is undoubtedly the best of the earlier state-
ments of the significance of the mode of treatment
with which Ehrlich's name is identified.

The Physiological Standardization of Ergot. By
Charles Wallis Edmunds and Worth Hale

Sewage Pollution of Interstate and International
Waters. With Special Reference to the Spread
of Typhoid Fever. I. Lake Erie and the
Niagara River. By Allan J. McLaughlin.
Washington: Government Printing Office. 1911.
These two bulletins (Nos. 76 and 77) from the

Hygienic Laboratory of the United States Public
Health and Marine-Hospital Service represent
the latest continuance of the important medical

research work conducted under this department.
The former is a careful experimental study of
methods of standardizing ergot and an examina-
tion of various ergot preparations now on the
market. The latter is an exhaustive investigation
of the sources of sewage pollution of Lake Erie
and the Niagara River, illustrated by abundant
and instructive charts and maps. Both are
valuable pieces of research which will be of
service to the profession.
The House-Surgeon's Vade-Mecum. By Russell

Howard, M.B., M.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.).
Illustrated. New York and London: Long-
mans, Green & Co. 1911.

Minor and Emergency Surgery. By Walter T.
Dannreuther, M.D. Illustrated. Philadel-
phia: W. B. Saunders Company. 1911.
These two volumes may profitably be con-

sidered in conjunction, since they respectively
represent attempts to deal with the same subject
from the English and from the American point of
view. The former, as its title indicates, is " writ-
ten mainly for the use of recently appointed house-
surgeons and dressers " ; the latter, in its preface
and dedication, is declared to be intended for the
hospital interne, " for the members of a resident
staff, for the interne's guidance when acting inde-
pendently, to assist the ambulance surgeon in
emergencies, to simplify practical work for the
junior and to aid the senior in some of his predica-
ments." Each deals with the problem in a differ-
ent way; each is adapted to the conditions of those
for whom it is prepared.

Of the two, Howard's book is the more volumin-
ous and complete. It is essentially a treatise on
minor surgery, describing regionally and by
subjects the procedures which a surgical house-
officer may be called on to perform, with an excel-
lent chapter on anesthetics by Dr. Ashley Daly,
and a brief appendix on certain pathologic and
laboratory topics. It is particularly well illus-
trated and presents effectively the methods of
surgery in England.

Dannreuther's book, on the other hand, is
more elementary. It deals more briefly with
some of the important aspects of accident-room
surgery, and concerns itself rather with the rela-
tions of a house-surgeon to his work, his associ-
ates and his patients. Particularly admirable
are the Polonius-like injunctions of the chapter
on " the ambulance surgeon." Perhaps these
might well have been summarized and concluded
by the counsel of a former house-officer to an

apprehensive younger colleague: "Don't think
about trying to act as the superior of your patients
and subordinates; but be their superior, and they
will unerringly recognize and unquestioningly
follow your authority."

Each of these books, by itself, is excellent, but
somewhat one-sided. Taken together, they are
complementary, and should afford an admirable
guide for the induction of the young surgical
practitioner into the duties and responsibilities of
his chosen profession.
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